J70                                                     LETTER FROM COURT
proper time from various incidents that may possibly occur, we cannot delay a
matter of such infinite importance to our interest,
52.   We, therefore, nominate and appoint Henry Vansitart2 Esqre to be
our President and Governor at Bengal on the departure of Colonel Clive and
our Council, viz.,
Lieut. Colonel Eyre Coote
Peter Amyat third and in case of the death of Mr. Vansittart to succeed to
the Government.
Major John Carnac in military affairs only
William Ellis
William Brightwell Sumner
James Barton
John Zepheniah Holwell
William Macguire
Charles Stafford Playdell
Luke Scrafton
Stanlake Batson.
And we direct that you instantly dispatch an express to Madras noticing to
the Governor and Council these our orders in favor of Mr. Vansittart as we
do ourselves by this conveyance.
53.   But in case of Colonel dive's remaining in the Government of Bengal
on the receipt hereof, then we direct that Mr, Vansittart do take place as third
next to Colonel Coote, Major Carnac to be fourth, Mr. Amyatt fifth, and the
others of the above Council to rank under the last named gentleman in the
above successive order.
We are,
Your loving friends,
G. Steevens/C. Baron/W. Thornton /F. Harrington / R. Seward/J.
Bosanquet / J. Raymond / E. Pigou / S. Harrison / T. Waters / P. Godfrey / J.
Boyd / H. Boulton / C. Cutts / J. Harrison / G. Dudley / J. Browne /G. Rooke /
B. Walton / EL Hadley / R. Smith,
London, 23rd November 1759.
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LETTER DATED 7 DECEMBER  17591
Dsspersal by  Hm&ke of French fleet planning to invade England.
Bnesident and Council at Fort William in Bengal.
I. We wrote last to you under date of the 23rd ultimo by our snow Syren
tdied tiie day following and now remaining at Spithead in consequence
of ifie <)f&km of the Lords of the Admiralty. Duplicate of that letter
it eiKiosed herewith aad we are to acknowledge the receipt of your General
&*&ter and sewn*! attt^se^ dt the 29th January, 8th February and 5th and
ftfctif Marcfe las* wilb two fevers of Captain James Barton of the 8th February
bj&eduf* Worcester a&d Prince George.